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Deerfield Fair Tractor Driving Event 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this event is test FFA members abilities to operate tractors and 
implements common to the wide range of agricultural professions. This event is designed to 
test the contestant's ability to work as a team as well as test their individual knowledge 
and abilities to operate equipment safely. Team time, ability to follow directions and the 
demonstration of safe operation of equipment will make up the scoring of this event.  
Damage to borrowed equipment due to unsafe operation or lack of training is the 
responsibility of the chapter the member represents.  
 
ELIBILITY:  
 

1. Team members cannot have previously won or have been part of a winning team is 
this event.  

2. Instructors must verify at time of registration that students competing are 
qualified to run the equipment. 

3. Only two, two-person teams from each school in the experienced division. 
4.  Contestants are encouraged to wear FFA Jackets and to be appropriately dressed.  
5. Because of time elements, any member who does not report on time may be at the 

discretion of the superintendent or judges to be disqualified.  
 
GENERAL PLAN:  
 

1. The event consists of seven parts that are scored separately.  
2. All persons other than the contestants and officials will be barred from the 

immediate area. Spectators are encouraged to view from the area outside the 
fence.  

3. In case any situation occurs that is not covered in the rules, the decision of the 
superintendent and judges is final.  

4. The team with the lowest amount of deductions will be the winners. 
 
EVENT I: WRITTEN TEST  
 

1. Team members will take the exam as individuals and their scores combined.  
2. The test will consist of 50 questions centered on safe operation and general 

maintenance.  
3. Each question left unanswered or answered incorrectly will be valued at one point.  
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EVENT II: TRACTOR INSPECTION  
 
This part of the event will include a careful inspection of the tractor by the contestant 
who will inform the judge of items detected while making the inspection.  The judge will 
listen and observe the contestant and record an evaluation on an inspection score sheet. 
The judge may choose to ask questions related to the inspection as part of the scoring. 
Members will be expected to start the tractor and drive it to an indicated area.  The 
judge will be observing safe operation, engine speed, clutch engagement, shifting, braking, 
etc..  The contestant will also have to indicate if the instrument panels are working and 
what their readings are.  
 
TIMED PORTIONS OF THE EVENT  
 
The timed portions of the competition are the excavations and the two-wheel wagon 
events.  Members have 30 minutes to complete the excavation portion of the event once 
they have received the starting signal.  In the two-wheel wagon event, members will 
receive 8 minutes to complete the activity.  
 
Excavation Portion: 

1. Two team members will work together to measure the layout of the excavation site.  
2. One contestant will mount the tractor equipped with a front end loader and a 

backhoe and complete the excavation portion of the competition digging a 3x3x3 
foot trench at the excavation site.  The other team member may give verbal 
assistance and measuring the trench.  Once the assignment is complete, the 
operator needs to return the tractor to the starting point, shut the tractor off and 
dismount.  

3. The other member will use the front end loader of the tractor to back fill the 
trench to plus or minus 3 inches of the original grade.  Again, the other contestant 
may give verbal assistance.  When the task is finished the tractor is returned to its 
starting position, shut off and the student dismount. 

 
Two-Wheel Wagon: 
 
Each contestant is allowed 8 minutes to complete the course. Time over 8 minutes is an 
automatic 300 point deduction, in addition to the timed point deduction.  
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EVENT III: EXCAVATION SITE LOCATION  
 
In this event the two contestants will work together to determine the location of the site 
for the backhoe excavation. The following equipment will be made available to them:  
§ 100 ft survey measuring tape 
§ marking stakes  
§ hammer  

The contestants will extend forward the line formed by the left or right sides of the 
parking chute an additional 65 feet.  At that point, they will turn 90-degree angle to the 
left or right and measure out an additional 45 feet.  This point will be marked with the 
supplied stake and will serve as the site of the backhoe operation.  As soon as the stake is 
placed the contestants are to return the tapes and hammer to the judges and proceed 
immediately to their first driving assignment.  While they are starting the driving portion 
of the course the accuracy of their measurement will be checked.  The total time 
allotment for this segment of the event is included on the measuring score sheet.  
 
EVENT IV:  BACKHOE  
 

1. Tractor will start from the rear of the chute.  The front-end loader will be in the 
grounded position and the backhoe will be in the travel position (outriggers and 
backhoe in the full up position.)  

2. The contestant will start the tractor, raise the front-end loader and drive the 
tractor to the excavation site and properly set it up to dig the trench with the 
backhoe at the marked site.  

3. Once the front-end loader and outriggers are placed appropriately; the contestant 
will dig a trench 3' wide x 3' long x 3' deep.  When the contestant believes that the 
trench is of sufficient size he/she is to ground the hoe off to the side and signal 
the judge that they wish to have the trench checked.  If the judge confirms that 
the trench is within the guideline the contestant will then set the attachments in 
the proper travel position and return the tractor and back it up to the starting 
chute.  If the judge determines that the trench is inadequate they may require the 
contestant to continue to dig until they again believe the trench to be sufficient.  
There will be a penalty for the repeated measuring.  

 
EVENT V:  FRONT-END LOADER  
 

1. Tractor will start from the rear of the chute.  The front-end loader will be in the 
grounded position and the backhoe will be in the travel position (outriggers and 
backhoe in the full up position.) 

2. The driver will use the loader to lift or bulldozer the soil into the trench using safe 
procedures.  The trench is to be backfilled plus or minus 3" of original grade.  

3. Measuring will be the same as in event IV.  
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4. When filling to the trench is completed the tractor will be returned to the backup 
chute, the front-end loader grounded, tractor shut off, and contestant will 
dismount.  Time at this point will end for this portion of the event.  

 
EVENT VI:  TWO-WHEEL TRAILER EVENT  
 
This portion of this career development event follows the standard of the other two-
wheel tractor events, with the exception that the 40 feet backup chute will also serve as a 
parking space for which the trailer and tractor will start and finish.  
 

1. The contestant will start the tractor and wagon from the chute through the two-
wheel wagon figure eight course.  Upon completion of the two-wheel course the 
contestant will back the wagon and tractor down the 40 foot chute. Once the 
contestant is satisfied that they have the equipment centered and the correct 
distance from the back wall, they are to leave the tractor in gear (or park) with the 
parking brake on and dismount.  

2. Contestants will be disqualified if they dismount the tractor to observe the 
clearance then get back on the tractor to correct it.  

3. A diagram of the standard course is the same as in other events.  Since the size of 
the equipment is unknown until the night before the tractor driving event, the 
officials reserve the right to modify the course to accommodate the equipment 
being used.  

 
*****EVENT VII:  TRACTOR PART IDENTIFICATION***** 

 
Students will have a variety of numbered parts on a table to identify.  A list of parts will 
be provided to the students at the event.  This activity will be similar to 4H’s tractor 
driving competition. 
 
There will be NO NOVICE TRACTOR DRIVING COMPETITION THIS YEAR. 

 


