
            New Hampshire FFA Alumni & Friends 

                                             Secretary's Report  
                  April 26, 2017 

                    6:00 pm at the Farm Bureau in Concord, NH 
 

 
1.0 Welcome Remarks 

The meeting was called to order by Ammy Rice at 6:12pm on April 26th 2017. 
Members present: Brian Berridge, Debbi Cox, Maria Daneault, Ammy Rice. 
(Video present): Courtney Cox and Grace Weingartner 
 
2.0 Secretary’s Report  

Secretary's report was read by Maria Daneault. Brian moved to accept the report as 
read, Maria seconded that motion. The motion passes. 
 
3.0 Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer's report was read by Debbi Cox. Courtney moved to accept the report as 
read, Brian seconded that motion. The motion passes. 
Debbi discussed the “Wave” but was unsure if she was sticking with that. The wave is a free 
online accessible treasury tool. There is hope to discuss that further. 
 
4.0 State Convention Review 
 

4.1 Silent auction 
 

The silent auction raised 1800 dollars at convention. Ammy has the two action 
items that were not picked up at convention and not paid for. There was a late donation 
from the fudge factory, a $15 gift certificate, that can be used in the future. Debbi 
suggested that we use all three items for next year unless the foundation is short on 
auction items for the golf tournament. We all agreed to send thank you letters to 
national alumni representatives and to donors for the shirts and auction items. These 
thank you letters will be completed when we next meet. 

 
Who’s running the auction next year: Ammy with the help of some other people 
depending on the volunteers that year. 
 
4.2 Convention Responsibilities 

 
Alumni responsibilities: (break down) quizbowl, Two nights of games/ one night 

of games have Visiting state officers do the other so that the alumni can chaperone the 
dance and advisors can have the night off, Pre-session, CDE Talent Show, Courtesy 
Corps, Recording Session. 
The group discussed these following changes: alumni running quiz bowl (FFA family feud 
style)(ask state officers to push quiz bowl as a part of CDE). 
The alumni has decided to create a responsibilities list guideline for future conventions. 



The purpose of this document is to clarify alumni responsibilities, establish room 
eligibility at convention, meal ticket dispersal, and duties of the alumni. This document 
will be developed between Ammy, Debbi, and Courtney and will be ready for next 
meeting. This document will also include a business casual dress code for alumni at 
convention. 

 
4.3 Attendance 

Attendance policy that coincides with the room eligibility and meals is a 
starboard concept of attendance. Ex: For the events you attend and help with that year 
under the alumni, you are recognized for that event ant are made eligible after so many 
events to stay in the alumni room at convention. Number of attendances = eligibilities.  

 
Those attending convention must go through responsibilities well in advance. If 

they are running an event they must be able to show us what they are doing and must 
display competence in that responsibility. Meal dispersal changes from one event = a 
free meal to two events equals a free meal. Alumni staff = free meals. Staff are full time 
volunteers. 

 
4.4 New Convention Ideas 

 
Talent show at presession. Finalists perform on stage and Alumni run CDE 

Hour at start of convention where we screen talent show finalists who are going to 
perform on stage: tell them to back out now if they are going to and inform them that 
they must be in the convention hall 5 minutes before. Alumni will have a backup plan 
for those contestants who flake. Six finalists at convention and their stage performance 
is what determines their rank. Videos must be sent in in advance to determine the six 
from the state who will be performing at convention. 

 
Have representatives from Ag backgrounds (possibly alumni if available) talk about their 
careers with members. This would be an unofficial meeting maybe at dinner and spread 
out at different tables (include young farmers). The alumni would like to see their own 
page in the program at convention to identify what we are doing and any special guests 
or events. 

 
Mark has separate workshop from alumni meeting.  We would like to invite josh rusk 
possibly for the next year. We would need to invite him well in advance. Invite around 
the time of the inservice. 

 
5.0 Goals 

 The Alumni would like to encourage students to go to the young farmers field games. 
There was discussion about a Young Farmers Collegiate meeting at convention. New T-shirts for 
this year that are less expensive than the alumni Ts. Ammy discussed getting a price tomorrow 
(april 27th) from “rocky coast”. These shirts would have our own state design which has yet to 
be created. There was also a suggestion of polos? A different color other than blue. Possibly red 
polos. 



 
The alumni discussed an instagram page run by a communications position and by maria 
daneault. This page would include special posts such as: Sponsor of the month. Student of the 
month, Advisor of the week, Teacher tuesday, Alumni Sunday, etc. The alumni would also like 
to update the youtube channel with new videos from this year. We need to include sponsors 
and industry tours. 
 
The alumni would like to attend the Region 6 Development Conference: 
June 23- June 25th in Maryland 
People who would like to attend: Ammy, Brian, Grace, Maria, Alicia.  
One night will be paid for by the alumni, the other night will be paid for by the people going. 
 
We need more volunteers and students to attend the BIg E this year. 
 
6.0 Dues 

Dues were discussed being set at $15. $10 for nationals and $5 for alumni. The 
registration should be directed through the NH alumni. This is only a suggestion at this point. 
Ammy is surveying through email and facebook to see how other alumni feel about this 
suggestion. If business would like to join, the $15 fee would be the same. The goal is overall 
growth to show progress to nationals as well as in general.  
 
7.0 Membership Communication 

There was discussion about the current communication system not being as successful. 
We should have a better system for communicating to members and recruiting. We need to 
remind advisors and send out mass promotions to seniors as the year gets closer to ending. It 
would help to get invited as representatives to chapter banquets. 
 
8.0 Other 

The alumni would like to suggest a stronger dress code for the dance. 
The next meetings are on the following dates: May 24th, June 28th, July 26th @6pm 
Maria will be working with Winnisquam in a first chapter- alumni representative connection for 
that chapter. If this goes well then we will encourage all chapters to do the same. This 
connection will be professional and the alumni will collect volunteer hours from the chapter 
and exchange man power when the chapter needs it. 
 
The horse judging competition all set and ready to go Sunday April 30th 630 in the morning. 
 
Brian suggested working with lesser involved chapters and debbi stated that her son is already 
working with Keene so that is not a bad idea. 
 
The alumni discussed talking about helping with COLT this year, whatever may be need from us. 
 
Future Meeting Dates:  6:00 pm at the Farm Bureau in Concord on 5/24, 6/28 and 7/26 


